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of the missionaries, take pleasure in making them
confidants, whenever the enactments of their rulers
are secretly set at nought.
The substance from which the liquor is produced
is called " Tee/' which is a large, fibrous root, some-
thing like yam, but smaller. In its green state, it is
exceedingly acrid; but boiled or baked, has the
sweetness of the sugarcane. After being subjected
to the fire, macerated and reduced to a certain stage
of fermentation, the " Tee " is stirred up with water
and is then ready for distillation.
On returning to the hut, pipes were introduced,
and, after a while, Long Ghost, who at first, had
relished the "Arva Tee" as little as myself, to my
surprise, began to wax sociable over it, with Varvy,
and, before long, absolutely got mellow, the old
toper keeping him company
It was a curious sight. Everyone knows that, so
long as the occasion lasts, there is no stronger bond
of sympathy and good feeling among men than
getting tipsy together. And how earnestly, nay,
movingly, a brace of worthies, thus employed, will
endeavour to shed light upon, and elucidate their
mystical ideas !
Fancy Varvy and the doctor, then, lovingly tip-
pling, and brimming over with a desire to become
better acquainted; the doctor politely bent upon
carrying on the conversation in the language of his
host, and the old hermit persisting in trying to talk
English. The result was that, between the two, they
made such a fricasse of vowels and consonants that
it was enough to turn .one's brain.
The next morning, on waking, I heard a voice
from the tombs. It was the doctor solemnly pro-
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